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Reunion Essays: With an Appendix on the Non-Infallible Dogmatic 
Force of the Bull, " Apostolicae Curae," of Pope Leo XIII in Condemna- 
tion of the Holy Orders of the Church of England. By the Rev. W. R. 
Carson (Roman Catholic priest). Longmans. 

This is a statement of the "irreducible minimum" of Roman 
claims in regard to certain matters at issue between the Roman 
Catholic and Anglican Churches. The writer is in theologi- 
cal sympathy with the late Cardinal Newman, and is willing to 
go quite half-way to meet such Anglo-Catholic leaders as Lord 
Halifax, with a view to the reunion of the two Churches. An 
apparently exceedingly moderate and limited view of Papal in- 
fallibility is presented. "The conditions necessary, according 
to the (Vatican) Decree, for the due exercise of Papal Infalli- 
bility are so searching that theologians can only unanimously 
state that they have been fulfilled in a solitary instance, — that 
of the Bull Ineffabilis Deus of Pius IX, defining the Immaculate 
Conception, ■ — from the days of Peter to those of his latest suc- 
cessor" (p. 251). With regard to the Bull of Pope Leo XIII, 
condemning Anglican orders, Father Carson holds that, should 
certain prior conditions be fulfilled, and "should fresh evidence 
come to light . . . there is nothing to prevent a future Pope 
. . . from disregarding the decision of 1896" (p. 257). 

William S. Bishop. 



education 

The Philippine Experiences of an American Teacher: A Narative 
of Work and Travel in the Philippine Islands. By William B. Freer. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1906. 

This volume essays nothing more pretentious than its title 
claims : it is a narrative of Philippine experiences on the part of 
an American teacher during a residence of three years. The 
style is simple and clear, the writer's attitude one of optimism, 
and his spirit sympathetic with the Islanders and appreciative 
of nature and the minor points of daily life. Neither too far 
given to analysis nor dogmatism, the treatment is pleasant and 
gives information both valuable and interesting on a variety of 
subjects — the people, their daily life, tastes, and attitude, the 
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American school methods, the physical aspects of the Islands, 
points to travellers, the descriptions of the use and need of the 
national animal, the carabao. A glossary is given at the end of 
the book, also a note of reference to "descriptive works on the 
Philippines most likely to interest the general reader," and an 
index. 

Nature and Health: A Popular Treatise on the Hygiene of the Person 
and the Home. By Edward Curtis, A.M., M.D. New York: Henry 
Holt & Co. 1906. 

A popular treatise on "Nature and Health" for lay use has 
become a virtual necessity to the home maker and this contribu- 
tion to that need is made by one of wide experience. The work 
is carefully and wisely done and if the language, particularly in 
the chapter on "Eating," is technical and difficult for the aver- 
age reader, it perhaps could not be avoided. The model Health 
Book needs however to be less of the form of discussion or essay 
and more specific and definite in its nature. A careful review 
of the compact arrangement of the best Cook Books and even 
the old-fashioned Home Physicians should result helpfully to 
one having in mind the structure of the practical book of 
"Nature and Health" for family use. 

Problems of Babyhood: Building a Constitution; Forming a Character. 
By Rachel Kent Fitz, A.M., and George Wells Fitz, M.D. Illustrations 
by E. A. Bell. New York: Henry Holt & Co. 1906. 

Prettily bound and illustrated, "Problems of Babyhood" calls 
us from the experimental side of child life to the practical de- 
tails of his physical well-being and the mental and moral uplift 
resulting therefrom. It again is written from the standpoint of 
the parent and personal experience, but this time a physician has 
the case in hand and his close observation of his own child is 
made wiser by the general experience and wider outlook of the 
practitioner. In "Building a Constitution," Fresh Air, Cloth- 
ing, Sleep,and Exercise are the subjects intelligently treated. 
In "Forming a Character" a more difficult matter is sympa- 
thetically and helpfully discussed under the heads: Foundations, 
the Mother, the Child. The book ought to prove a helpful addi- 
tion to the Mother's collection. 



